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not see it, I confess ; for I think 'tis our business to choose for ourselves: and I observe, where fathers are so very strait-laced, and confine their children to such and such particulars in the husbands or wives they shall choose, their children generally choose without much regard to those injunctions, or else fly directly in the face of them, and go quite contrary. Eld. -Sist. You argue, sister, from the practice to the duty, as if, because children do not regard the care and concern of their parents in their marriages, therefore they ought to do so ; and that it was not the duty of parents to direct them, or to concern themselves about it.
Sist. I don't inquire what is the duty of parents ; I am speaking of what is the practice of children.
Eld. Sist. But you do not justify that practice, I hope?
Sist. I think, take one time with another, children do as well, when they trust to their own directions, I mean when they choose with judgment: pray what would become of us, if we were just to follow our father's directions ? You know he would direct us to take the first that comes, if he liked but the settlement.
Eld. Sist. That's a wrong way of arguing, sister, tlat, because our father neglects it, therefore children are not the better for such parents as do their dity, and that show a just concern for the religious htppiness of their children, in settling them in the world.
Sist. I do not see much difference, I say; but sometimes one do as well as the other.
Eld. Sist. Yes, there  is  this  difference,  sister, tlat where the parents act right, the children are seldom ruined, unless it be by their own wilful obstinacy. Sist. And sometimes children are ruined, let the